
Week 19 

Quality Control 

Today will be a work day for your students. They should be finishing up their 

projects by now, writing their process papers and creating their annotated 

bibliographies. The end is in sight! 

Today also offers an opportunity for you to act as the "quality control" officer. 

Every year at National History Day contests there are projects with grievous errors 

and mistakes. One of your roles as the teacher is to point out errors such as 

spelling and grammar mistakes, factual errors, and neatness issues. Remember, 

those students who will be competing in a regional competition-or beyond-will 

be representing your school and classroom. Insist that they fix their mistakes 

before placing their project before the judges! 

There is a checklist available for each type of project. You will find it on the flash 

drive. Provide each group or individual with a copy of the appropriate checklist 

and ask them to eva!uate their project. This wil! identify what work remains to be 

completed. 

Next week, students will be presenting their work. Remind them of upcoming 

deadlines. 













Week 20 

Preparing for Competition 

Today is the day your students will showcase their National History Day projects! 

They have worked hard on their projects, so today is a day to celebrate their 

success. There are many options for organizing this event. 

1. Classroom Showcase:

In this option, students will share the work they have done with the rest of their 

class. Provide your class with the handout of sample judges questions found on 

the flash drive. As each group presents their work, allow other class members to 

ask questions as if they were an NHD judge. This will be especially helpful for any 

students who are going to compete in a regional contest. Allow students to give 

constructive criticism and feedback to each presenter.

2. School Showcase:

Find a place in your school where you can display your class' projects. Keep in 

mind the need for computer or video equipment for websites or documentaries. 

Your media center might be a great option. Also keep in mind the need for 

student projects to be safe from vandalism (especially those planning to compete 

at a regional contest). If possible, allow your students to stand with their projects 

while other classes or guests come view the projects. Encourage the viewers to 

ask questions and offer feedback.

3. School competition:

In some cases, your region may limit the number of entries that can be submitted 

in each category. Communicate with your contest coordinator to find out if this is 

the case in your region. You might find it necessary to host a local contest prior to 

the regional event. If you choose to hold a local contest, invite parents, 

community members, school board members, administrators, etc. to act as the 

judging panel. Make the local event as much like the regional event as possible

(this will be to the student's advantage when they compete at the next level.) 

Create a judging schedule and divide your judges into teams. Allow the students 

to be interviewed by the judges, and have the judges fill out judging forms 

(samples are included).

While this can be a bit disruptive to the school day, it builds excitement for the 

regional contest. Those who win the chance to compete do have an advantage 

when they come to the actual competition because they have been through the 

judging process before. If you wish, you could even have an awards assembly to 

recognize those students who will be representing your school. 







HOW NATIONAL HISTORY DAYS IN NEW MEXICO WORK 

LOCAL OR_ SCHOOL CONTEST 

YOUR. SCHOOL MAY HOST A CONTEST TO DETERMINE WHICH 
PR.OJECTS WILL COMPETE IN NM NHD. THE NUMBER. OF PR.OJECTS 

THAT WILL ADVANCE IS DETERMINED BY YOUR. R.EGIONAL 
DIR.ECTOR. 

R.EGIONAL CONTEST 

NEW MEXICO IS DIVIDED INTO 3 R.EGIONS. EACH R.EGION 
HOLDS A COMPETITION IN THE SPR.ING. 15T, 2N°, AND 3RD 

PLACE IN EACH CATEGOR.Y WILL ADVANCE TO THE STATE 
COMPETITION. 

CONTACT YOUR. R.EGIONAL COOR.DINATOR. FOR. DETAILS. 

STATE CONTEST 

THE UNIVER.SITY OF NEW MEXICO. HOSTS THE STATE 
COMPETITION EACH YEAR. IN APRIL. STUDENTS WHO HAVE 

QUALIFIED AT THE R.EGIONAL LEVEL CAN COMPETE. 15T PLACE 
AND 2ND PLACE IN EACH CATEGOR.Y ADVANCE TO NATIONALS. 

NATIONAL CONTEST 

THE NATIONAL HISTOR.Y DAY COMPETITION CONCLUDES WITH 
THE NATIONAL CONTEST, HELD EACH JUNE ON THE CAMPUS OF 
THE UNIVER.SITY OF MAR. YLAND-COLLEGE P AR.K CASH PR.IZES 

AND OTHER. A WAR.OS AR.E GIVEN TO THE NATION'S BEST 
HISTOR.Y PR.OJECTS. 


































