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Cheryl and Kathy – at the Library

@TeachingLC
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What to expect

Explore and demonstrate tools and strategies for 
generating and researching NHD topics using 
Chronicling America
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What is Chronicling America? 

@TeachingLC



7

What is Chronicling America? 

@TeachingLC

http://www.loc.gov/newspapers/collections/
http://www.loc.gov/newspapers/collections/
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What is Chronicling America? 

@TeachingLC

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


• 10 million pages

• 40 state and territory providers

• 300,000 pages in French, Italian, German, Spanish, Finnish

@TeachingLC



@TeachingLC
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What is Chronicling America? 

@TeachingLC

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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What is Chronicling America? 

@TeachingLC

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/


13

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topics.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topics.html
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Browse for topic ideas

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
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Browse for topic ideas

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html


16

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/horseless.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/horseless.html
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http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/horseless.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/horseless.html
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“Ships, trains, cars, airplanes, 
and rockets each dramatically 
transformed ideas about what 
kinds of exploration were 
possible.” (Theme Book, p. 6)

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/horseless.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/horseless.html
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Which article would you 
explore to learn more the 
invention of the “horseless 
carriage” and how it fits the 
theme of exploration, 
encounters, exchange?

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/horseless.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/horseless.html
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http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93066071/1919-07-24/ed-1/seq-7/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93066071/1919-07-24/ed-1/seq-7/
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Questions to deepen thinking

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html


22

“Exploration does not need to 
be literal—think of 
exploration as a new idea, 
concept, or theory that is 
tested.” (NHD Theme Bk, p 7) 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
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Click through to the Topics 
page and find one topic that 
could fit “exploration as a new 
idea, concept, or theory that 
is tested.” 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
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“You will need to ask 
questions about time and 
place, cause and effect, and 
change over time, as well as 
impact.” (NHD Theme Bk, p 8) 

Which of these questions can 
you ask about the topic you 
selected?

http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topicsSubject.html
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Find language of the time in the articles:

@TeachingLC

From the first three articles in 
the list on horseless carriages:
Horseless carriage
Electric carriage
Electric motor buggy
Motor wagon
Road wagon
Automobiles
Auto car
Auo mobile (maybe typo?)
Motocycle
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Find language of the time in the articles:

@TeachingLC

From the first three articles in 
the list on horseless carriages :
Horseless carriage
Electric carriage
Electric motor buggy
Motor wagon
Road wagon
Automobiles
Auto car
Motocycle

From the “Recommended 
Topics”:
[Try the following terms in 
combination, proximity, or as 
phrases using Search Pages in 
Chronicling America.] Horseless 
carriage, automobile, motor 
trucks, horseless vehicle, Ford 
Model T, motocycle.

**Terms in bold red are unique to that list. 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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For further investigation…

@TeachingLC

Several passages in the 1896 article make me want to learn more.
• Horseless carriages are described as running by electricity and 

gasoline. 
• What are the differences between these two? 
• Are there advantages to one over the other? 

• The article says that streetcars were introduced 12 years earlier 
(1884?). There is a lot of writing about the interaction of the horses 
and the horseless carriage. 
• I wonder how the horseless carriage interacts on a street with 

streetcars? 
• Could horseless carriages at this time carry a large number of 

people like streetcars could? 
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What is Chronicling America? 

@TeachingLC

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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Keyword search - lynching

Content

@TeachingLC
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Advanced Search: add state and date range

Content

@TeachingLC
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http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93067669/1915-03-03/ed-1/seq-8/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93067669/1915-03-03/ed-1/seq-8/
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http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93067669/1915-03-03/ed-1/seq-8/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93067669/1915-03-03/ed-1/seq-8/
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What can I learn about the source?

@TeachingLC
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What can I learn about the source?

@TeachingLC

“devoted to politics, 
literature, news, morals, 
agriculture, science, and art,”

[E]ditors and publishers James 
A. Hoyt and John C.C. 
Featherstone declared that 
“…we are strictly states rights 
in our constructions of the 
Constitution…”
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Advanced Search: select newspaper

Content

@TeachingLC
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How can I use Chronicling America for my project ? 

Understand the scope of the database

• 1836-1922
 What events were during that time?
 Think about anniversaries of earlier events

• Coast to coast, but not all states
• World history topics might appear – but the 

perspective on them might be American

@TeachingLC
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How can I use Chronicling America for my project ? 

Develop topic ideas from “Recommended Topics”
• Scan Topics list by subject or date for possible 

ties to the theme
• Read entries of interest
• Browse featured articles – use headlines, images, 

captions
• Brainstorm topic connections to explorations, 

encounters, exchanges

@TeachingLC
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How can I use Chronicling America for my project ? 

Construct searches
• Brainstorm search terms - use “Topics” pages or 

other resources 
• Narrow by date
• Narrow by state or specific newspaper
• Browse results – How are the red highlights 

grouped?
• Skim headlines, images, captions -- What new 

search terms do you see?
• Develop questions for further investigation.
• Construct new search in response to new 

information or new search terms.

@TeachingLC
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Resources 

• Chronicling America -
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

• Recommended Topics -
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topics.html

• Theme book – http://www.nhd.org/contest-
affiliates/annual-theme/

• Teacher’s Guide: Analyzing Newspapers -
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources
/guides.html

@TeachingLC

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topics.html
http://www.nhd.org/contest-affiliates/annual-theme/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html


Questions and Answers

For feedback, and to receive a 
digital badge for tonight’s webinar:

http://tinyurl.com/NHDwebinars


