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Process Paper

Our search for a unique topic tied to the Holocaust led us to exploring liberation of the

camps. John McMannus’ book “Hell Before Their Very Eyes: American Soldiers Liberate

Concentration Camps in Germany, April 1945” introduced us to General Dwight D.

Eisenhower’s role in documenting the atrocities that occurred in the camps. It became clear we

had our topic when we identified Eishehower’s pivotal role in communicating the evidence of

war crimes by leveraging his  power and popularity to ensure western understanding of the

horrors committed in the camps.

We started our research by investigating secondary sources about the causes of World

War II, Post WWI conditions in Germany, Hitler’s agenda including the “Final Solution,” and

concentration camps, allied and American involvement in the war and the Allied strategy to

liberation of Europe. We carefully explored American Liberation of the camp and targeted

Eisenhower’s visit to the Ohrdruf concentration camp, his orders to record and publicize the

evidence including troop visitation, invitation to Congressmen and forced viewing by German

citizens. We spent a great deal of time accessing first hand accounts and newspaper articles to

develop our understanding of how little the West knew about the Holocaust and how those

perceprions changed after news of liberation accounts began to be publicized. We learned how to

access archives, libraries, digitized special collections, and museum resources and how to

evaluate and gather relevant primary and secondary sources to tell our story.

District guidelines required us to follow a digital format to create our exhibit. We

collaborated on layout and design. We all worked together to create the student generated words

first, because we felt that our analysis should tell the whole story before we added in the

supporting images, sources and quotes.  We had to carefully organize tasks while working
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remotely so we divided up the creation of each panel. We collaboratively evaluated and revised

images, quotes and layout design to ensure the exhibit was effective and engaging for viewers.

We assert that in 1945, General Dwight D. Eisenhower leveraged his public, trustworthy

reputation to ensure thousands of troops, leaders, journalists, and Germans would bare witness to and

communicate the autrocities committed in the Nazi Concentration Camps thus creating an undeniable

record of the Holocaust in the West that would shape global understanding and serve as evidence of war

crimes.

Eisenhower’s actions ensured that the horrors of the Holocuast could not be hidden in the

past. He actively worked to create thousands of witnesses by ordering and encouraging American

troops, officers and influential members of congress and the press  to tour the liberated camps

and witness mass graves, unburied or cremated bodies and the deplorable health conditions of

surviving prisoners. Eisenhower’s unique trustworthy reputation placed him in a position of

influence that allowed him to create critical communication networks and secure a global

understanding that paved the way for acceptance of the International Military Tribunal at

Nuremberg, securing 161 convictions and educating the world about the dangers of

anti-Semitism and faschism.
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NOTHING IS COVERED UP: EISENHOWER COMMUNICATES 
HOLOCAUST HORRORS TO SHAPE WESTERN UNDERSTANDING 



THESIS
In 1945, General Dwight D. Eisenhower leveraged his 

public, trustworthy reputation to ensure thousands of 
troops, leaders, journalists, and Germans would bare 

witness to and communicate the atrocities committed in the 
Nazi Concentration Camps thus creating an undeniable 
record of the Holocaust in the West that would shape 

global understanding and serve as evidence of war crimes.  

BEARING WITNESS 

ALLIED INVASION

GLOBAL UNDERSTANDING HITLER’S AGENDA

LEGACY

CONCENTRATION CAMPS

LIBERATION

Hitler’s forced removal of millions of people and the need for resources and labor led to development 
of dozens of concentration camps. Starvation, illness, and death permeated camps behind enemy lines 
while populations in Allied nations remained ignorant of the level of atrocities being committed.

“Never shall I forget that night, 
the first night in camp...Never 
shall I forget the little faces 
of the children, whose bodies I 
saw turned into wreaths of smoke 

beneath a silent blue sky…”                         
-Elie Wiesel 

“Kicks and punches right away, often in the face; an orgy 
of orders screamed with true and simulated rage; complete 
nakedness after being stripped; the shaving off of all 

one's hair; the outfitting in rags.”-Primo Levi

On June 6,1944, Supreme Allied Commander 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower commanded 

Operation Overlord, in Normandy, France. 
American troops encountered the horrors of the 

concentration camps and General Eisenhower 
took decisive action to shape how the evidence 

would be communicated.

Adolf Hitler’s fascist 
agenda promoted 

widespread anti-Semitism 
that promoted violence 

and hatred toward German 
Jews in the mid 1930s.

“The best way to take control over a people and control them 
utterly is to take a little of their freedom at a time, to 
erode rights by a thousand tiny and almost imperceptible 
reductions. In this way, the people will not see those 

rights and freedoms being removed until past the point at 
which these changes cannot be reversed.”

 -  Adolf  Hitler

“Was there any form of 
filth or crime without at 
least one Jew involved in 
it? If you cut into such 
a sore, you find, like a 
maggot in a rotting body, 

often dazzled by the 
sudden light, a Jew.”        

 - Adolf Hitler

U.S.troops were shocked by unspeakable horrors upon their 
discovery of Ohrdruf concentration camp on April 4, 1944. 

General Eisenhower and his command staff understood that the 
world would not believe the reality unless confronted with 

evidence.

General Eisenhower realized his reputation and role as Supreme Commander allowed him to control how 
the Holocaust would be communicated in the West. He urged military leadership, congressmen and 
journalists to visit Ohrdruf to create a record of indisputable evidence and eyewitnesses who could 
communicate Nazi war crimes to the world.

“The overall atmosphere of the camp was one of – I don’t know- 
they were – deprived of everything; their clothing, their health, 

their means of survival. They were completely helpless.”    - 
Emory Weston

“The Liberation of 
Europe was a global 

process, the 
pressing inward 
toward Berlin of 

millions of 
soldiers, from all 

directions, 
gradually tightening 
a choke hold on the 

Third Reich.” 
William I. Hitchcock

“As Allied and Soviet troops moved across Europe against Nazi 
Germany in 1944 and 1945, they encountered concentration 
camps, mass graves, and other sites of Nazi crimes. The 

unspeakable conditions the liberators confronted shed light 
on the full scope of Nazi horrors.” -U.S.Holocaust Memorial 

Museum

“1933” “1935”
‘

“1942” “1944”

“Hitler Cements permanent 
camp system”Nuremberg Laws 

make German Jews second-class 
citizens”

“Wannsee conference to 
coordinate ‘Final Solution.’ 

SS establishes first gas 
chambers in 

Auschwitz-Birkenau.”

“July of 1944 the Soviet 
Troops liberated the first 
German Concentration Camp 

Majdanek.“

“1945”

“April 4, 1945, the U.S. liberated the 
Ohrdruf a subcamp of the Buchenwald 

System.” 

“Prisoner numbers reach over 700,000... 
June 6, Allied invasion of Europe. 

Liberation of Dachau...General 
Eisenhower Visits Ohrdruf... orders 

documentation...be made.”

“Evidence of conditions and 
war crimes in camps used to 

convict Nazi War Criminals at 
Nuremberg Trials.”

“1945”
“1946”

Timeline from Nazi Camps Birkbeck, University of London, History.com, HistoryPlace.com, and the United States Holocaust Museum 

“German soldiers parade through Warsaw to 
celebrate the conquest of Poland”. ~U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, courtesy of Richard A. Ruppert

Adolf Hitler and German President 
Paul von Hindenburg, shortly after  
Hindenburg asked Hitler to become 

chancellor.” ~1933, Bild Bundesarchiv 

General Eisenhower’s ability to leverage his influence shaped the conversation and understanding of 
the Holocaust secured undeniable evidence of the genocide. It laid the groundwork for a standard for 
documenting genocides and has has been incorporated in memorials and Holocaust museums worldwide. The 

resulting Nuremberg Tribunals perpetuated creation of later international criminal courts.  

The visual and first hand evidence gathered during liberation of the 
camps was communicated to the world, forcing all to come to terms with 
the reality of the Holocaust, justifying the war against fascism for 

many, and setting the stage for a reckoning of German war criminals who 
perpetrated the Holocaust.

“You saw only one camp yesterday. There are many others. Your responsibilities, I believe, extend into a 
great field, and informing the people at home of things like these atrocities is one of them… 

Nothing is covered up.
 We have nothing to conceal. The barbarous treatment these people received in the German concentration camps 

is almost unbelievable. I want you to see for yourself and be spokesmen for the United States.” ~General 
Eisenhower quoted by Merle Miller

“Five starving men in German 
concentration camp at time of 

liberation by U.S. Army”
April 1945, United States Army Signal 

Corps, LOC

“From 80 to 200 people were pushed into 
each car, not even able to sit. Most 
transports carried 1,000 to 2,000 men, 
women, and children, Travel time lasted 

from several hours to several days… I think 
it lasted a lifetime” ~Naomi Warren

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

(1945-1949) A series of International Military Tribunals convened to hold Nazi leaders accountable for 
war crimes and wartime atrocities. Film and eyewitness evidence gathered during liberation of the 
camps was critical to developing the understanding of the court and helped secure 161 convictions.

“Adolf Hitler’s rise 
to power...ushered in 

an era of attacks 
against people Hitler 
deemed undesirable. 
Jews living across 
Europe became the 

primary target of Nazi 
hatred and violence. 
Those who did not fit 
within Nazi standards 
of a “master race” 
faced capture and 

horrific brutality in 
the attempted genocide 

now known as the 
Holocaust” 

- National WWII Museum

“The Daily Monitor 19 April 1945.” 
~Chronicling America: Historic American 

Newspapers.LOC.

“Soldiers coming ashore at Normandy on D-Day.” 
~June 6, 1945 NARA

“Cable, General Eisenhower to General 
Marshall concerning Nazi horrors; 

requests visit by members of Congress and 
the media,” ~April 19, 1945, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower's Pre-Presidential Papers

“April 12, 1945 - 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
views the gallows at 

Ohrdruf”

“April 12, 1945 - Dwight 
D. Eisenhower watches as 
survivors of Ohrdruf 
demonstrate torture 
methods used at the 

camp.”

“April 12, 1945 - Dwight D. Eisenhower views the 
charred bodies of prisoners at Ohrdruf”

Dwight D. Eisenhower's 
Pre-Presidential Papers, Dwight 

D. Eisenhower Presidential 
Library

“We are told the American soldier 
does not know what he is fighting 
for. Now, at least, we know what 
he is fighting against.” General 

Eisenhower

“…SS camp personnel obeyed 
the strict prohibition 

against photography in Nazi 
annihilation, concentration, 
and work camps... Allied 
cameramen... had been 

ordered to film evidence of 
Nazi crimes for use in 

future trials, to justify 
the high number of 
casualties to home 

audiences, and to confront 
Germans. [with] the shocking 

remnants of Nazi 
criminality.” -Ulrike Weckel 

“Starved prisoners, nearly dead from 
hunger, pose in concentration camp in 

Ebensee, Austria.... It was liberated by 
the 80th Division of the U.S. Army” 

~Lt. Arnold E. Samuelson, Army Corp NARA

The Daily Times, New Philadelphia, Ohio, June 7, 1945

“Unidentified concentration camp(s), Germany, 
at time of liberation by U.S. Army: Three U.S. 
Army (?) soldiers looking at bodies in oven.” ~ 
United States. Army. Signal Corps. 1945 April 

8-24.

“In November 1945 the Americans screened a film 
shot by Allied photographers in liberated areas, 

and in February 1946 the Russian prosecutors 
offered as evidence a 45-minute film, which 

included footage from captured German films. Both 
films provided graphic detail of Nazi 

atrocities.” ~Yad Vashem

Nuremberg

“Jewish prisoners were forced into 
labor, most of them died due to 

disease, starvation, or 
ill-treatment.” ~Yad Vashem

“General Eisenhower’s D-Day statement to 
soldiers, sailors, and airmen of the 

Allied Expeditionary Force”
~National Archives

“Brigadier General Telford Taylor, the U.S. Chief 
Counsel, delivers the prosecution's opening statement 
duri“Brigadier General Telford Taylor, the U.S. Chief 
Counsel, delivers the prosecution's opening statement 

during the Ministries Trial.” ~Jan. 06 1948 NARA

"If people didn't see the results of the Holocaust, they wouldn't be able to grasp how awful it was. 
Which is why [Eisenhower] brings photographers into the camps. If they do not see this, they'll never 
understand emotionally. And so the idea was to make a record that people could emotionally connect 
with. He had the foresight to know that people would try to deny the Holocaust ever happened.” -David 
Eisenhower Grandson of Gen. Eisenhower quoted by Quincy Walters

“German people of Nordhausen ... 
digging graves for the mass burial of 
dead prisoners from the concentration 

camp.” ~Driza. April 1945

“I can’t recite the chronology or elaborate on the 
facts. I can’t explain the reasons or defend how we 
lived our lives. What I can tell you is how the 
events of 1933 sowed the seeds that fundamentally 

changed our future, that there was little 
hand-wringing or emotion, that circumstances were 
beyond control, that there was no recourse or 

appeal. I can tell you that events were 
incremental, that the unbelievable became the 

believable and, ultimately, the normal.”
~Ralph Webster

"If people didn't see the results of the Holocaust, they 
wouldn't be able to grasp how awful it was. Which is why 

[Eisenhower] brings photographers into the camps. If they do 
not see this, they'll never understand emotionally. And so 
the idea was to make a record that people could emotionally 
connect with. He had the foresight to know that people would 
try to deny the Holocaust ever happened.” ~David Eisenhower 

Grandson of Gen. Eisenhower

“Holocaust denial, distortion, and misuse are 
strategies used to undermine or cast doubt upon the 
historical truth of the Holocaust... The internet, 
because of its ease of access and dissemination, 

seeming anonymity, and perceived authority, is now 
the chief conduit of Holocaust denial.” 

~U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

“Tower of Faces” ~U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

~Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle Oct. 4, 1946

“A German girl is overcome as she walks 
past the exhumed bodies of some of the 
800 slave workers murdered by the SS 
guards near Namering, Germany, and 
displayed here so that townspeople 
could view the work of their Nazi 

leaders.” ~University of South Florida

“American troops directing the 
liberation operations of the Dachau 

concentration camp in April 
1945.”API/Gamma-Rapho/Getty Images 

From New York Times

“Prisoners of Dachau concentration 
camp cheer as the U.S. Army 

liberates them in April 1945” U.S. 
Army From New York Times

“Survivors move around between rows of 
barracks in the newly liberated Dachau 
concentration camp. Dachau, Germany, May 
1945”. —US Holocaust Memorial Museum, 

courtesy of Merle Spiegel

~The Kennewick 
Courier-Reporter, May 17, 

1945

The German invasion of Poland on 
September 1, 1939 perpetuated the 

persecution of Jews and other 
minorities including Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, Romany, homosexuals, and 
disabled people in German held 

territories.

“A 1945 map shows the major Nazi 
concentration and extermination camps.” 

~Defense Logistics Agency

“Jewish Badge”

“Members of the Storm Troopers (SA), with boycott 
signs, block the entrance to a Jewish-owned shop. 

One of the signs exhorts: "Germans! Defend 
yourselves! Don't buy from Jews!" Berlin, 

Germany, April 1, 1933.”

“Shop damage during  
Kristallnacht” >  

“He is guilty for the war- 
1943 anti-Jewish poster by 

the artist "Mjolnir" 
intended to persuade 

Germans that Jews were 
responsible for starting 

the war.” >

Images from U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 

The things I saw beggar description…

 

 
15 April 1945 Letter from General Eisenhower to General Marshall

“The Days of Remembrance poster designed 
by the Defense Equal Opportunity 

Management Institute.” 
~Defense Logistics Agency

“The regime established the first 
concentration camps, imprisoning its 
political opponents, homosexuals, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others 

classified as “dangerous.”

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/102/en
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1. “Eisenhower Family” 1902
2. “West Point Cadet”
3. “Lt. Dwight Eisenhower and Mamie Doud 

1915”
4. “Major Dwight D Eisenhower” ca. 1929
5. “War Plans Division General Staff. L 

to R: Brigadier General R.C. 
Crawford, Brigadier General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower & Brigadier General 
Leonard Gerow, Washington, DC. 
January, 1942"

6. “Allied commanders after Germany 
surrendered, 1945”

7. Ike receives a hero’s welcome from 
New Yorkers in 1945.

8. “1952 IKE Presidential Campaign Pin”
9. “January 21, 1953, Dwight Eisenhower 

takes presidential Oath of Office” 

Bottom Panel: 
Eisenhower 
Back Story

Dwight D.Eisenhower 
was born in October 
1890. The third of 

seven sons, he found 
success after 

graduating from West 
Point as a 

trustworthy leader 
who became Supreme 
Commander of the 
Allied forces in 
Europe and later 
president of the 
United States.

“... when we raised our right hands and repeated 
the official oath, there was no confusion. A 
feeling came over me that the expression “The 

United States of America” would now and henceforth 
mean something different than it ever had before. 
From here on it would be the nation I would be 

serving, not myself. Suddenly the flag itself meant 
something.”  

~Dwight D. Eisenhower, IKE1 2

" . . . Always try to 
associate yourself 

closely with and learn 
as much as you can 
from those who know 

more than you, who do 
better than you, who 
see more clearly than 
you. Don't be afraid 

to reach upward. Apart 
from the rewards of 

friendship, the 
association might pay 
off at some unforeseen 
time -- that is only 

an accidental 
by-product. The 

important thing is 
that the learning will 

make you a better 
person." Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, IKE
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“I am inclined by nature 
to be optimistic about 

the capacity of a person 
to rise higher than he or 
she thought possible once 
interest and ambition are 

aroused.” ~Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, IKE

"My ambition in the Army was to 
make everybody regretful when I 

was ordered to other duty." 
~Dwight D. Eisenhower, IKE
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“The presidency represented] a 
continuation of all I’ve

been doing since July 1941 — 
even before that.” ~Dwight D. 

Eisenhower, IKE
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